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Help  Make  Eastshore  State 
Park  a Wildlife  Paradise 


Join  us  (or  a oncc-in-a-litctimc  opportiinily  to  help  shape  and  Iruild  puhlie 
support  tor  an  e.xeiting  new  park.  Beeome  a Golden  Ciate  .\udulK)n  doeent 

‘"^^^1  le'ad  nature  walks  through  the  l^astshore  State  Park,  or  take  j)art  in  a 

year-long  bird  census  ot  the  park. 

Beginning  this  (all,  Ciolden  Ciate  Audubon  will  launeh  a iirogram  ot  regularly  sched- 
uled nature  walks  anti  a year-long  bird  census,  (raining  classes  lor  both  docents  and 
census  counters  will  begin  in  September,  with  the  walks  and  count  set  to  start  in 
October.  Our  classes  will  teach  you  about  tbe  |')ark  and  its  j^resent  and  potential  wild- 
lite  habitat  value.  You  can  then  share  your  knowledge  with  others  by  leading  regularly 
scheduled  nature  walks  or  by  taking  part  in  the  bird  census.  If  you  want,  you  can  do 
both — lead  nature  walks  and  count  birds! 

The  new  Eastshore  State  Park  mav 
be  the  biggest  secret  in  the  East  Bay. 

E.xtending  eight  and  a half  miles  along  the 
shoreline  from  the  Emer\'\ille  Crescent 
north  to  Marina  Bay  in  Richmond,  the 
park’s  2,262  acres  contain  1,897  acres  of 
tidelands  and  365  acres  of  uplands. 

1 he  tidelands  are  some  o(  the  richest 
waterbird  habitat  in  the  Bay  Area.  At  both 
the  EmervA’ille  CTescent  and  Albany  mud- 
(lats,  shorebird  counts  reach  as  high  as 
14,000  in  one  sighting,  in  addition  to  the 
thousands  of  waterlowl  that  keep  them 
company.  These  two  sites  offer  unparal- 
leled opportunities  for  nature  viewing  and 
inteqiretation. 

The  park’s  uplands  consist  of  old  landhll  material  and,  for  the  most  part,  are  weed 
infested,  with  few  nati\e  plants.  While  currently  providing  nesting  habitat  for  pairs  of 
iNorthern  Harriers  and  White-tailed  Kites  and  a home  for  a significant  number  of  other 
land  birds,  the  uplands  rate  far  below  their  potential  to  offer  habitat  for  birds  ami  utlicr  __ 
native  wildlife.  - . 

EASTSHORE  STATE  PARK,  corjiinued  on  pope  4 


Great  Egret  patrolling  the  .shoreline  of  Eastshore 
State  Park. 


Golden  Gate  Park’s 
New  North  Lake 


0\er  the  past  two  years,  one  oi  San 
hranciscos  (aNorile  birding  sites, 

North  Lake  in  (lolden  (iate  l^ark. 

has  undergone  a major  rentnation. 

W hen  North  Lake  was  created  in  1899  as 
part  o(  the  Chain  o(  l.akes,  it  included  six  small 
islands  connected  by  a rustic  (ootbridge.  I’he 
islands  were  jdanted  with  Swamp  CSpress, 
Weeping  Willow,  alder,  and  bamboo  to  give  them 
unique  character.  John  Mcl.aren,  the  parks 
designer  and  superintendent,  said,  “When  the 
(oliage  becomes  more  abundant  and  the  grass 
begins  to  grow,  this  will  be  the  jirettiesl  section 
of  the  park.  It  has  been  our  object  all  along  to 
avoid  anything  that  would  tend  to  destrov  the 
illusion  of  nature.  No  harsh  palms  or  stilf  group- 
ings will  be  permitted  around  the  lakes  and 
evervthing  will  be  done  to  enhance  the  natural 
beauty  of  the  surroundings.  ” 

W hen  I moved  to  San  Francisco  in  the  earlv 
1970s  and  discovered  North  Lake.  1 was  ama7ed 
to  find  such  a wild-looking  area  in  a citv  park. 
Tides  lined  the  lake  edges,  and  the  islands  had 
grov  es  of  cypress  and  w illow.  1 spotted  a Belted 
Kingfisher  and  watched  my  lifer  \’irginia  Rail 
swim  out  of  some  tules,  follcnvcd  immediatciv 
by  my  lifer  Sora.  But  the  North  Lake  event  that 
changed  me  from  a casual  bird-watcher  to  a 
birder  was  spotting  a (frown  Thrasher  along  the 
trail. 

Over  the  next  decade,  however.  North  l^ke 
radically  changed.  In  1980,  park  historian 
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Golden  Gate  Audubon  Launches 
New  Website 

c are  delighted  to  announee  the  new  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Website,  whicb 
will  be  launehed  by  July  1.  Check  it  out!  The  colorful  new  site,  w'ith  our  same 
address — www'.goldengateaudubon.org — will  feature  an  easy-to-use  format 
with  beautiful  “bird”  buttons  that  take  you  immediately  where  you  want  to  go  with  a single 
click.  You  will  (ind  listings  of  current  Held  trips,  information  on  our  consen  ation  projects  and 
committees,  environmental  education  and  Eco-Oakland  program,  upcoming  classes,  and 
more.  Our  home  page  w ill  highlight  “Alerts  and  Events"  that  advise  you  how  to  respond  to 
our  latest  issues  of  concern,  as  w'ell  as  inform  you  of  our  upcoming  events. 

If  you  are  not  a Supporting  Member  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon,  you  can  join  online  by  fill- 
ing out  and  emailing  us  a simple  form.  You  can  also  make  a donation.  You  can  learn  about  tbe 
many  ways  to  “Get  Involved”  in  Golden  Gate  Audubon  and  make  direct  contact  w'ith  leaders 
of  our  diverse  activities. 

Our  conservation  projects  are  divided  into  three  categories  that  define  the  scope  of  our 
work:  Wetlands  and  Wildlands,  Birds  at  Risk,  and  Making  the  City  Safe  for  Wildlife.  Under 
each  of  these,  you  will  find  descriptions,  history',  and  goals  of  the  many  projects  w e are  work- 
ing on,  from  Pier  94  and  the  Presidio  in  San  Francisco  to  the  Alameda  Wildlife  Refuge  and 
Eastshore  State  Park  in  the  East  Bay. 

No  website  can  bold  its  own  witbout  good  pbotos,  and  ours  stands  up  with  the  best. 
Thanks  to  some  of  our  own  expert  member  photographers,  w'e  have  outstanding  closeups 
of  birds  and  other  waldlife,  as  well  as  of  individuals  of  all  ages  on  field  trips,  volunteer  work 
parties,  and  other  Golden  Gate  Audubon  activities. 

Perhaps  the  best  news  is  that  we  promise  the  new  w'ebsile  will  be  kept  up  to  date.  So 
bookmark  the  site  and  let  us  know  how'  you  like  it.  We  w'elcome  your  comments — you  can 
send  them  to  us  online. 


New  Grants  Fund  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Programs 

This  issue  of  The  Gull  highlights  a wealth  of  exciting  new  opportunities  for  Golden 
Gate  Audubon  members.  Many  are  made  possible  by  grants  we  have  received  from 
foundations  and  individuals  in  our  community. 

The  upcoming  bird  census  and  nature  walks  in  the  Eastshore  State  Park,  described  on 
page  1 , will  be  funded  by  a generous  grant  from  an  anonymous  individual,  which  will  be 
matched  by  a new  grant  from  The  California  State  Parks  Foundation. 

Critical  support  through  a prior  grant  from  The  San  Francisco  Foundation  is  allowing 
us  to  update  our  technology  so  we  can  better  serve  our  members.  This  summer,  as 
noted  above,  we  will  launch  our  brand-new  website.  Also  thanks  to  The  San  Francisco 
Foundation,  we  have  acquired  a new  database  system  to  manage  our  member  and 
volunteer  information.  (Please  bear  with  us  as  we  break  in  our  new  database:  If  you 
receive  duplicate  mailings  or  if  you  fail  to  receive  the  mailings  you  should,  please  contact 
our  office  so  we  can  correct  errors  in  our  new  database.) 

Finally,  we  are  delighted  to  announce  that  Golden  Gate  Audubon  has  received  a grant 
from  The  Dean  Witter  Foundation  to  build  our  member  and  volunteer  programs.  The 
funds  will  enhance  our  ability  to  engage  new  volunteers  in  projects  ranging  from  bird 
censuses  to  education  programs  to  habitat  restoration  efforts  for  California  Quail,  Least 
Terns,  and  other  local  wildlife. 

by  Elizabeth  Murdock,  Executive  Director 
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NEW  NORTH  LAKE,  idnlimu'il  from  (kijjc  / 

l^iiymontl  II.  Clary  wrou-  in  ('oLU-n  (,’,(/(• 
Park,  I In’  luitiy  )i’urs,  "All  the  loothriilm's 
are  gone.  1 he  islaiuls  ari'  iiulisiingnishahh' 
from  one  another  aiul  the  laki's  are  I'nll  ol' 
trash,  hrnsh,  toll's  anil  wi'eils,  I hi'  CMiain 
ol  Lakes  toilay  is  a sei'iie  ol  ilesolation  anil 
negleet.” 

iNorth  l akes  olil  elay  bottom  was  leaking 
thonsaiuls  ol  gallons  ol' water,  hot  the  eity’s 
attempt  to  stoji  the  leak  with  a synthetic 
liner  was  nnsuccessiul.  Shortly  after  its 
installation,  |iarts  ol  hlack  material  could  he 
seen  Happing  along  the  shore.  The  city  then 
built  a levy  that  cut  the  lake  in  two,  greatly 
reducing  its  value  to  waterlowl.  1 he  water 
itsell  was  eutrophic — clogged  with  aquatic 
plants  and  depleted  ol  o.xygen — which  lur- 
ther  reduced  its  wildlile  value.  Non-native 
turtles  competeil  with  the  native  Western 
Pond  Turtles.  The  leeding  ol  ducks  by  park 
visitors  aililed  to  the  ilamagc. 

By  the  mid-1980s,  the 
lake’s  ecosystem  had  pretty 
much  crashed.  Although  the 
lake  looked  wild,  little  wild- 
lile could  he  found.  Much  ol 
the  shore  and  slopes  leading 
to  the  lake  were  hare  of  vege- 
tation. In  other  places,  dense 
mats  of  non-native  plants 
crowded  out  the  understor\’. 

When  the  1998  Golden 
Gate  Park  Master  Plan 
was  passed,  restoration  of 
North  Lake  became  a pri- 
marv  focus.  Because  of  the 
presence  of  W'estern  Pond 
Turtles  (a  designated  species 
of  special  concern),  nesting 
raptors,  and  migratory  birds, 
the  California  Department 
of  Fish  and  Game  requested 
that  the  city  prepare  a wild- 
life management  plan.  I was 
asked  to  comment  on  the 
plan  on  behall  of  Golden 
Gate  .Audubon. 

Making  North  Lake  lunc- 
tional  again  was  an  enormous 
undertaking.  First,  the  habitat 
in  the  park's  other  lakes  had 
to  be  impro\ed  to  mitigate  C>’o/d<?n  (.ait* 


lor  the  lemporaiA  loss  of  Noilb  Lake.  As 
ibe  kiki  ' was  slowK'  dr.iMU'd,  iicws  ucllcd 
all  the  Tish  ,md  turtli's.  The  Wi'slcm  Pond 
1 m iles  wi'ie  ivloi  .iled  to  olhi'i  suitable  siles 
in  the  park.  Since  main  ol  the  trees  .iround 
the  lake  were  at  the  end  ol  their  life  spans, 
there  was  concern  that  trees  hilling  in  the 
new  lake  would  punch  through  the  new 
clay  liner.  But  due  to  a public  outcr\  against 
cutting  the  trees,  fewer  were  remmed  than 
initially  |)roposed.  This,  unforHinately,  will 
reduce  the  ellectiveness  of  new  bird  habitat 
planted  around  the  lake. 

Bullilo/ers  then  e.\ca\ated  the  drained 
lake  considerably  deeper  in  order  to  improve 
water  quality  anil  |irevenl  title  growth  from 
encroaching  into  the  center.  But  creating 
a deeper  lake  resulleil  in  a steejier  hank, 
causing  concern  about  erosion.  A rock- 
lined  edge,  the  least  intrusive  solution,  was 
chosen.  The  most  troubling  aspect  of  this 
feature  was  that  many  of  the  old  willows 


along  the  I). ink,  some  ol  the  bi’st  hiril  habi- 
tat , b.id  to  be  remoieil. 

Aioiind  the  Like,  ihi*  olil  path  was 
upgraded  and  leveled  1 hi-  sorr\  old 
loolbridge  was  lebuill,  anti  a beauti- 
ful. lasiading  roi  k spillw.iv  repkiced  the 
crutle  pipe  ;it  the  south  end.  New  Do  Not 
Feed  signs  were  mst.illed  to  help  maintain 
water  quality  and  protect  the  lakes  biodi- 
versity. No  other  lanilscape  jiroject  in  San 
f rancisco  can  boast  so  main  plantings  done 
specilically  to  attract  birds.  Among  the  trees 
are  oak,  alder,  willow,  Toyon,  Wax  Myrtle, 
and  Galilornia  Buckeve.  Shrubs  include 
lupine,  sage,  buddleia.  Flowering  Gurrenl. 
and  Gofleebern,.  Caiast  But  kw  beat,  Seaside- 
Daisy,  Sticky  Monkeyllower,  and  Lvening 
Primrose,  as  well  as  bunebgrasses,  round 
out  the  |)eretinials. 

.Although  most  ol  these  |ilants  have 
been  in  the  ground  just  over  a year,  bird 
life  has  improved.  Six  species  ol  swal- 
low are  leeding  over  the  lake. 
\\  ilson  s Warblers  have  nested 
in  the  area,  and  Cihestnut- 
sided  Warbler,  Blue  (irosbeak, 
and  Bed-necked  Phalarope 
have  made  appearances.  Diving 
ducks,  previously  uncommon 
on  the  lake,  are  now  a regular 
winter  feature. 

While  North  Lake  shows 
signs  of  a spectacular  rebirth,  it 
is  not  perfect.  The  absence  of 
willows  at  the  moment  is  a great 
loss.  The  islands  lack  a robust 
understorv.  Not  all  the  inva- 
sive plants  have  been  removed 
and  will  encroach  into  newly 
planted  areas.  And  contrary  to 
John  McLaren's  plan,  many 
of  the  plants  were  arranged  in 
unnatural  "stiff  groupings  ’ But 
I believe,  as  McLaren  did  a cen- 
turv  ago,  that  ' W hen  the  foliage 
becomes  more  abundant  and 
the  grass  begins  to  grow,  this  w ill 
be  the  prettiest  [and.  1 add.  the 
birdiest]  section  of  the  park." 


Park's  i\orlh  Lake  in  2002  before  renovation  (lop)  and  ihi*  lake  today. 


by  Alan  Hopkins 
Member,  San  Francisco 
Conservation  Committee 
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Approximately  158  acres  of  the  park's 
uplands  are  designated  as  “conser\ation 
areas  ” and  9 1 acres  as  “preserv  ation  areas,  ” 
which  means  they  provide  an  opportunity 
to  re-create  an  example  of  the  natural  bay 
shoreline  that  has  mostly  disappeared.  With 
appropriate  restoration  and  planting,  w'e  can 
expand  habitats  lor  birds,  reptiles,  amphibi- 
ans, and  small  mammals  and  create  displays 
ol  w'ildflowers. 

A small  preview'  ot  what  can  be  done 
is  already  taking  place  on  17  acres  of  the 
Berkeley  Meadow'.  After  earth  moving  by 
the  California  State  Parks  Department  to 
increase  seasonal  w'etlands  in  the  meadow, 
birders  were  thrilled  this  past  winter  to  see 
many  more  birds  in  the  pools.  Signiheant 
native  plantings  in  the  meadow'  will  create 
pristine  coastal  scrub  and  coastal  prairie 
habitat  for  plant  and  bird  species  now'  rarely 
seen  in  the  Bay  Area.  A Loggerhead  Shrike,  a 
species  absent  from  tbe  area  for  many  years, 
was  observed  on  the  restored  site  almost  as 
soon  as  the  work  was  completed. 

The  Berkeley  Meadow  is  designated  as 
a "preserv'ation  area " and  is  thus  protected 
Irom  human  intrusion,  much  to  the  ben- 
efit of  ground-nesting  birds  such  as  the 
Northern  I larrier  and  White-tailed  Kite. 
Many  other  upland  acres,  however,  such  as 
the  Albany  Neck  and  Bulb  and  parts  of  the 
Albany  Plateau,  are  "conserv'ation  areas." 


Donations 

'f’hank  you  for  your  generous  donations  to 
support  our  many  conservation,  education, 
and  member  activities! 

Peregrine  Falcon  ($500  to  $999) 

Anne  & Boyard  Rowe 

Least  Tern  ($200  to  $499) 

Bob  Bennett  & Elizabeth  Shih.  Terry  Coddington, 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Miles  McKey.  Linda  & Randy  Swanson 
(Northern  ( '.(ilijornia  Bird  Box) 

Clapper  Rail  ($100  to  $199) 

George  F.  Bing.  Barbara  C.  Bottarini,  William  D. 
Grasse.  Virginia  W.  Havens,  Sandra  La  Framboise 
& Michael  Marken.  Fred  Lindeman,  Leonard 
Schwab  & Rita  Brenner,  Deborah  W.  Trotter. 
Stephen  Waldman 

Gifts  (to  $99) 

CharlotteF.  Klock,  Marian  Whitehead.  Jane  Whitley, 
Barton  J.  Clark.  Nina  Steidl.  Marshall  Hasbrouck. 
Sandra  Kaplan  Gilford.  Kathy  & John  Compagno. 


Phis  means  that  wildlife-compatible  human 
recreation,  such  as  picnicking,  hiking,  and 
nature  viewing,  will  be  encouraged.  Plere 
is  where  families  will  be  able  to  wateh  a 
Song  Sparrow  or  a Kestrel,  a Western  Fence 
Lizard  or  a rabbit,  and  introduce  their  chil- 
dren to  the  world  of  nature. 

The  park  holds  amazing  promise  for 
the  future,  but  it  w'ill  take  years  ol  habitat 
restoration — and  funding  to  support  the 
restoration — to  reaeh  the  park's  lull  poten- 
tial. Active,  dedicated  park  supporters  are 
essential  lor  what  needs  to  be  done.  Our 
program  will  begin  to  develop  that  support 
by  bringing  people  to  the  park. 

We  have  a big  job  ahead  of  us,  but  thanks 
to  generous  grants  from  the  California  State 
Parks  Foundation  and  the  San  Francisco 
Foundation's  Donor  Advised  Fund,  and 
with  the  help  of  our  partner  organiza- 
tions, Citizens  for  Eastshore  Parks  and  the 
Shorebird  Park  Nature  Center — and  you— 
we  can  do  it! 

We  need  your  bclp  to  make  this  a suc- 
cess. Please  become  a docent  or  a census 
counter.  Come  out  to  enjoy,  and  introduce 
your  neighbors  to,  our  new  state  park.  For 
more  information,  call  tbe  Golden  Cate 
Audubon  office,  510.843.2222.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you  and  to  seeing 
you  in  the  park. 

by  Arthur  Feinstein 
Conservation  Director 


John  De  Becker,  John  V.  Sudall,  Leroy  Ortopan, 
Hugh  Visser,  Lee  Karney,  Rudy  Pipa,  Joelle  Buffa 
& Clyde  Morris 

In  Memory  of 

Morgan  Harris:  Jcinu’s  Bolhetiherg  & 

Miiruiiui  Woldfner 

Gift  Memberships  for: 

Christopher  Valle-Riestra:  Edith  Vidle-Riestra 

In  Kind 

Presentation  Board:  Bon  Barkhnv  & 

Viola  Saima-Barkloif 

Grants 

The  Dean  Witter  Foundation:  MrinherA'oliintecr 
Dcvi'lojnnenl 

Maynard  P.  & Katherine  Z.  Buehler  Foundation 
Fund  (East  Bay  Community  Foundation): 

Galtneav  Valley 

The  San  Francisco  Foundation  (Donor  Advised 
Fund):  Eastshore  State  Bark  ami  Alaineila  Befufie 

Weeden  Foundation:  Alameda  Befuf>e 


World  Environment  Day 
Comes  to  San  Francisco 

As  committed  environmentalists,  GGA 
members  will  not  want  to  miss  attending 
some  of  the  fascinating  events  at  World 
Environment  Day  2005  in  San  Francisco 
from  Wednesday,  June  1 , through 
Sunday,  June  5.  Dozens  of  activities  will 
be  offered  at  various  locales  throughout 
the  city:  workshops,  tours,  a Green 
Cities  Expo,  art  events,  and  films  at 
the  Castro  Theater.  Topics  range  from 
understanding  greenhouse  gases  and 
global  warming  to  sustainable  buildings 
and  sustainable  cuisine. 

The  Green  Cities  Expo  at  Fort  Mason 
spans  five  days,  with  each  day  focused 
on  a specific  theme.  On  Wednesday, 
the  Environmental  Non-Profit  Network 
will  host  a reception  for  nonprofit 
organizations,  featuring  keynote 
speaker  Julia  Butterfly  Hill,  at  the  Fort 
Mason  Festival  Pavilion.  On  Friday, 
a Nature  in  the  City  Symposium  will 
address  the  importance  of  nature  in 
urban  centers  and  how  to  protect  and 
restore  natural  habitats. 

World  Environment  Day  was 
established  by  the  United  Nations 
General  Assembly  in  1972  and  has 
been  held  every  year  since  in  a different 
city  throughout  the  world.  For  more 
information,  visit  www.wed2005.org. 

Introductory  Bird  Walk  in 
East  Bay 

Robbie  Fisher  will  give  a fun  and 
informative  introductory  birding  tour 
in  the  Berkeley  Hills  on  Saturday, 
June  11,  from  8 a.m.  to  11  a.m. 
Fisher  has  led  field  trips  for  10  years 
and  has  seen  more  than  650  species 
in  North  America.  She  is  currently 
the  treasurer/membership  chair  for 
Western  Field  Ornithologists.  The  $25 
fee  includes  continental  breakfast. 
Class  size  is  limited.  Preregister  by 
phoning  510.525.6155. 
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Fall  Birdinw  Classes  in  San  I 


ranciseo 


I'A'enin^  l)iiil  (.  hisses  i.iughi  l>v  |oe  Murhm, 
;iihI  eiulorsecl  by  (lohli’ii  (hiU‘  .\ikIiiI)oii, 
will  shut  September  li,  14,  .iiul  IS.  ,\11 
ehisses  met'!  Irom  / to  4:  IS  p.m.  in  room 
^0“  at  the  Marina  Mirldle  Sebool,  .-iSOO 
I'illmore  at  bay  Street.  I ree  parking  is  in 
the  sebool  lot  olT  Ibiy  Street  on  the  east  si(.le 
ot  the  Iniikling.  1 be  instructor  may  arrange 
optional  I'lekl  trips  on  vveehencis. 

Slirles  illustrate  all  lectures,  and  the 
text  lor  all  classes  is  /\  lui'ld  Ciiidc  to  Birds 
of  North  Ainoricu,  fourth  edition,  by  the 
National  Ceogra|>bic  Society.  The  Sihloy 
( iidi/t'  to  Birds  is  recommended  as  an  ailjunct 
te,\t  tor  Ornithology  II  and  111.  Please  bring 
Held  guides,  as  well  as  binoculars,  to  class  if 
you  have  them. 

bees  are  $l.s()  lor  each  seven-week 
course,  ami  $I1S  for  E.AIIS,  EA120, 
and  E.A12S,  which  are  si.x  weeks  each. 
Preregistration  is  strongly  ad\ised.  For  fur- 
ther inlormation,  call  415.561.1860  or  \isit 
the  instructor's  web  site  at  http://fog.ccsf. 
edu/~jmorlan/.  You  may  register  online  at 
www.evolveww.com/ce.ccsf/.  Registration 
lor  the  tall  begins  July  I. 

Birds  of  the  Sierra 

San  Francisco  State  University  is  offering 
three  classes  of  interest  to  birders  at  its 
Sierra  Nevada  Field  Campus. 

Birdwatching  in  the  Sierra  Nevada,  June 
20-24,  focuses  on  locating  and  identifying 
birds  using  both  sight  and  song  and  on  learn- 
ing about  the  habitats  and  seasonal  cycles  of 
the  species  observ  ed.  Other  aspects  of  local 
natural  history,  such  as  weather  patterns, 
geology,  and  w ildllowers,  are  also  covered. 
Most  of  the  time  will  be  spent  in  the  Held 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Held  campus,  including 
the  Great  Basin  desert  and  the  Sierra  \alley, 
known  for  its  wetlands.  The  class  is  taught 
by  David  Lukas,  who  leads  trips  throughout 
the  West. 

Birds  of  the  Sierra  Nevada,  taught  by 
Dave  Shuford.  will  be  held  June  2/-July  1. 
This  introductorv-levcl  Held  biologv'  course 
concentrates  on  nesting  birds  ol  the  north- 


Joe  .Morlan  is  co-author  of  Birds  oj  Sioi 
I niiicisco  iind  the  Bin  Arm  ami  Birds  of 
Northern  ( tdilorniu.  lie  is  also  coordinator 
ol  the  recorticil  Northern  Chililornia  Birrl 
Box  sponsored  by  Gokleti  Gate  .\mluhon 
Society. 

Field  Ornithology  I.  Introduction  to  birds 
and  birding,  combining  basic  field  skills  with 
the  study  of  bird  ecology,  biology,  evolution, 
and  behavior.  Tuesdays.  Part  A (EA10D 
starts  September  1 3 and  ends  October  25. 
Part  8 (EA105)  begins  November  1 and 
ends  December  13. 

Field  Ornithology  II.  In-depth  study  of  the 
identification  and  status  of  North  American 
waterbirds,  including  loons,  grebes, 
tubenoses,  and  pelicans.  Wednesdays. 
Part  A (EA110)  starts  September  14  and 
ends  October  26.  Part  B (EA115)  starts 
November  2 and  ends  December  14. 

Field  Ornithology  III.  Continuing  study 
of  North  American  land  birds  including 
pigeons,  parrots,  cuckoos,  owls,  and 
nightjars.  Thursdays.  Part  A (EA120)  starts 
September  15  and  ends  October  26.  Part 
B (EA125)  starts  November  3 and  ends 
December  1 5. 

Nevada 

ern  Sierra  Nevada.  IdentiHcation,  natural 
historv,  ecologx',  adaptations,  and  other  sub- 
jects will  be  taught  in  the  Held  during  the 
dav  and  in  lectures  and  discussions  in  the 
evening.  Shuford  is  a full-time  ornithologist 
with  the  Point  Reyes  Bird  Ohservatorv'.  He 
has  recently  published  a book  on  the  nest- 
ing birds  of  Marin  County. 

Sierran  Bird  Banding,  in  two  sections, 
July  17-22  and  July  24-29,  is  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  skills  involved  in  bird  handing, 
from  setting  up  mist  nets  to  recording 
data  on  the  species  captured  and  banding 
birds.  Instructors  arc  Jim  Steele  and  Mac 
McCormick  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Field 
Campus,  which  has  been  monitoring  birds 
in  the  Sierras  for  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  for 
eight  years. 

For  more  details  and  registration  inlor- 
mation. go  to  w vvw.slsu.edu/~sierra. 


Birding  in  Panama 

Exploring  the  forests  around  the  Panama 
Canal  and  visiting  the  Canopy  Tower  in 
Soberania  National  Park  are  among  the 
highlights  of  the  March  2006  field  trip  to 
Panama  organized  by  Steve  Margolin. 
Participants  can  expect  to  see  a broad 
range  of  species  in  tropical  forests, 
wetlands,  and  other  habitats.  Guide 
will  be  Guido  Berguido,  an  expenenced 
birding  guide  and  a member  of  Panama 
Audubon  Society.  The  group  will  be 
limited  to  10  participants.  This  trip  is 
not  for  listers,  who  would  be  better 
served  by  a commercial  birding  tnp.  The 
goal  is  to  enjoy  the  birds  encountered 
in  diverse  tropical  habitats  rather  than 
target  particular  species.  The  trip  is  in 
the  early  planning  stages.  For  more 
information,  contact  Steve  Margolin  at 
530.342.6476. 

Wanted:  Energetic 
Volunteer  to  Plan 
Speaker  Series 

Golden  Gate  Audubon  is  seeking  a 
volunteer  to  organize  our  monthly 
speaker  series  in  the  East  Bay  and 
San  Francisco.  The  programs  feature 
speakers  who  give  slide-illustrated  talks 
on  a wide  variety  of  topics,  from  birding 
adventures  in  exotic  parts  of  the  globe 
to  Bay  Area  birds  and  consen/ation 
issues. 

The  position  entails  contacting  potential 
speakers,  scheduling  appearances,  in- 
troducing programs,  and  ensuring  that 
arrangements  are  set  up  properly.  The 
East  Bay  programs  are  held  at  7 p.m. 
on  the  third  Thursday  of  the  month  in 
Berkeley,  the  San  Francisco  programs 
at  7 p.m.  on  the  second  Friday  (except 
June,  July.  August,  and  December). 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  fascinating 
and  rewarding  assignment,  contact 
Elizabeth  Murdock,  Executive  Director, 
at  510.843.9912,  or  send  an  e-mail  to 
volunteer@goldengateaudubon.org. 
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Hayward  Regional  Shoreline 
Alunieda  County 
Saturday,  June  4 

Leader:  Pamela  Llewellyn,  510.843.7904, 
seacreature21 9@sbcgobal.net 

Meet  at  8:30  a.m.  at  Hayward  shoreline 
Interpretive  Center  for  this  very  special  trip 
focusing  on  nesting  birds  in  shoreline  marsh. 
Species  include  Black  Skimmer,  American 
Avocet,  Black-necked  Stilt,  and  a variety  of 
ducks.  Special  guest  Peter  Drainer  will  join 
us  and  share  historv'  of  marsh  and  birds  that 
depend  on  it.  Registration  is  limited  to  20 
participants.  Please  call  or  email  if  you  plan 
on  attending. 

Take  Hwy.  92  west  and  exit  at  Clawiter.  Cross 
Clawiter,  turn  left  onto  Breakwater,  and  go  to  end 
where  you  will  see  Interpretive  Center  and  parking. 

Birding  for  Children 

Siui  Francisco  Botanical  Garden 

Saturdays,  June  4,  July  2,  and  August  6 

Leaders:  Angie  Geiger  and  Nancy 
DeStefanis,  San  Francisco  Nature 
Education,  and  Darin  Dawson,  San 
Francisco  Botanical  Garden  docent, 
415.387.9160,  www.sfnature.org 

Meet  at  10  a.m.  for  this  first  Saturday  of 
the  month  trip  at  kiosk/lrookstore  near  main 
gate  of  San  Francisco  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strv'hing  Arboretum,  Ninth  A\e.  at  Lincoln 
Way.  I'his  birding  tour  and  nature  hike  for 
children  ages  7 to  14  wends  through  gar- 
den's microhahitats.  All  children  must  he 
accompanied  hv  an  adult.  1 rip  ends  at  noon. 
Bring  binoculars  anil  pencil.  Caisponsored 
hv  botanical  garilen,  ,San  Francisco  Nature 
Filucation,  anil  (iolden  Gate  Audubon. 

Pt.  Reyes  National  Seashore 

Marin  Coiinly 

Sunday,  June  5 

Leader:  Bruce  Mast 

510.435.1371 , Bmast@alumni.rice.edu 

Meet  at  Drakes  Beach  at  S)  a.m.  Specific 


destinations  will  depend  on  birds  and 
weather,  but  our  particular  focus  will  be 
searching  for  vagrants.  Bring  lunch  and 
liquids.  Dress  for  the  capricious  coastal 
climate. 

Strybing  Arboretum 

San  Francisco 

Sundays,  June  5,  July  3,  and  August  7 

Leaders:  Allan  Ridley  and  Helen  McKenna, 
41 5.566.3241 , and  Ginny  Marshall, 
650.349.3780 

For  this  regular  first  Sunday  of  month  half- 
day trip,  meet  at  8 a.m.  at  front  gate  of 
arboretum.  Ninth  Ave.  and  Lincoln  Way. 
Strybing  Arboretum  is  a delightful  section  of 
Golden  Gate  Park,  with  several  microhabi- 
tats that  attract  a varied  array  of  resident, 
migrant,  and  vagrant  birds.  All  levels  of  bird- 
ers welcome. 

Tilden  Regional  Park 

Berkeley 

Tuesdays,  June  7,  July  12,  and  August  9 

Leader:  Bob  Lewis 
510.845.5001,  rlewis0727@aol.com 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  Nature  A\rea  parking  lot. 
We  will  look  for  returning  migrants  such 
as  warblers,  vireos,  Allen's  Hummingbird, 
and  Black-headed  Grosbeak,  as  well  as  but- 
terflies. frip  lasts  2 to  3 hours.  Beginners 
welcome. 

By  bus:  Take  #67  at  downtown  Berkeley  BART 
(departs  7:12  a.m.  and  7:42  a.m.),  which  takes  12 
minutes  to  arrive  at  Spruce/Grizzly  Peak  Blvd.  inter- 
section. From  there  it  is  a 1 0-minute  walk  downhill  to 
Nature  Area  parking  lot. 

By  car:  Enter  park  from  Canyon  Dr.  (where  Spruce 
St.  meets  Wildcat  Canyon  Rd.)  or  Shasta  Rd.  (off 
Grizzly  Peak  Blvd.)  in  Berkeley,  and  follow  the  signs 
to  Nature  Area  at  north  end  of  park. 

Pelagic  Trip:  Monterey  Bay 
Sunday,  June  12,  and  Friday,  August  26 

1 hese  pelagic  trijis  into  Monterey  Bay  are 
ollered  by  Monterey  Seabirds.  Golilen  Gale 


Audubon  members  receive  a $10  discount 
off  regular  price  of  $80.  Trips  start  at  7:30 
a.m.  and  end  at  3 p.m.  For  information,  go 
to  www.montereyseabirds.com. 

Aquatic  Park 

San  Francisco 

Sunday,  June  1 2 

Leader:  SF  Maritime  National  Historical 
Park  Ranger  Carol  Kiser,  415.561 .7100  or 
561.7104 

Meet  at  9:30  a.m.  at  foot  of  Hyde  Street 
Pier  (Hyde  and  Jefferson)  for  this  two-hour 
beginners’  bird  walk.  Discover  birds  next 
door  to  the  urban  environment.  Dress  in 
layers.  Trip  is  wheelchair  accessible. 

Lake  Merritt 

Oakland 

Saturdays,  June  18,  July  23,  and 
August  20 

Leader:  Travis  Hails,  510.451.1207  (no 
calls  after  9 p.m.),  travishails@yahoo.com 

Meet  at  8 a.m.  at  large  spherical  cage  near 
Nature  Center  at  Perkins  and  Bellevue  Sts. 
Focus  will  be  on  waterfowl  and  waterbirds 
of  Lake  Merritt.  Beginners  welcome. 

Take  12,  N,  or  NL  bus  to  Grand  and  Perkins  and 
walk  into  park  on  Perkins,  or  park  in  free  lot  at  boat- 
house, 568  Bellevue.  From  parking  lot,  walk  past 
the  children's  art  center  to  far  side  of  bird  yard  with 
freshwater  ponds. 


$2.39  Per  Gallon? 

$2.79  Per  Gallon? 

How  Much  Did  You  Pay 
for  Gas  Today? 

Golden  Gate  Audubon,  a cutting-edge 
environmental  organization,  encour- 
ages all  birders  to  share  rides  on  our 
field  trips.  In  this  way,  we  cut  down  on 
the  number  of  cars  going  on  our  trips 
and  help  reduce  air  pollution.  So  next 
time,  plan  ahead  and  open  your  car 
to  additional  riders.  Contact  the  Field 
Trips  Coordinator  and  she  will  put  you 
in  touch  with  other  people  who  want  to 
go  on  the  same  trip. 
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Lake  Merrill  aiul  Lakesitle  Park 

( )iiklinui 

Wednesdays,  June  22.  July  27.  and 
August  24 

Leaders:  Hilary  Powers.  510.834.1066; 
Travis  Hails.  510.451.1207  (no  calls  after  9 
p.m.),  travishails@yahoo.com:  Ruth  Tobey. 
ruthtobey@earthlink.net 

Meet  .11  9:30  .i.m.  on  lake  side  of  Nature 
Center  at  Perkins  and  Bellevue  Sts.  We'll 
look  around,  then  go  down  lake  towartl 
Lmh.ireadero  or  u|)  path  across  street  from 
Nature  Center  to  Children's  h'airvland  and 
back  through  leneed  garden.  II  you  miss 
us,  we  may  still  he  in  sight.  The  trip,  which 
ends  at  noon  or  helore,  will  be  on  smooth 
paths  and  lawns,  with  some  mild  slofies.  lor 
directions,  see  tri|i  above. 

Lassen  Volcanic  National  Park 

Shiista  imcl  Lussni  Comities 

Friday-Sunday,  June  24-26 

Leaders:  Dan  and  Joan  Murphy, 
415.564.0074,  email  preferred: 
murphsf@comcast.net 

Join  us  on  our  annual  family  e.xcursion  to 
Lassen.  In  past  years,  we  have  seen  Willow, 

I lammond's,  and  Dusky  Flycatchers,  Black 
Swift,  Bald  Eagle,  Osprev,  Tovsnsends 
Solitaire,  Mountain  Bluebird,  Calliope 
1 lummingbird.  Black-backed  Woodpecker, 
Will  iamsons  Sapsucker,  and  most  of  war- 
blers and  finches  that  breed  in  mountains. 

On  I'riday  morning,  we  will  meet  at 
Manzanita  Lake  Campground  store  at  6:.30 
a.m.,  bird  around  lake  for  2-3  hours,  return 
to  camp  for  breakfast.  We  rende7,\ous  again 
at  store  at  10:30  a.m.  for  a 3-mile  hike  on 
one  of  Lassen's  trails.  We  may  climb  as 
much  as  700  feet.  Wear  sturdy  shoes  and 
bring  lunch  and  liquids.  Sunscreen,  hat. 
mosquito  repellent,  and  warm  clothing  may 
also  be  necessarv. 

On  Fridav  night,  meet  us  at  7 p.m.  to 
watch  wildlife  on  Hat  luike  heaver  pond. 
From  Manzanita  Lake,  drive  south  into 
park  for  about  12  miles.  Park  in  lot  to  lelt 
just  bevond  hairpin  turn  at  I fat  Lake.  Do 
not  slam  car  doors  or  make  e\cessi\e  noise 
since  that  can  scare  wildlife.  Bring  mosquito 
repellent,  warm  jacket,  and  flashlight. 

On  Saturday,  campers  will  meet  at  store 


at  7:3t)  .1,111.  .mil  c.ir.n.in  north  to  Burnc\ 
falls,  1 .ill  Biwr  \.illey,  .mil  Baum  l.,ikf 
1 hose  staying  elsewhere  c.m  meet  us  ,ii 
around  H a.m.  at  \'ista  Point  .ihout  12  miles 
north  ()l  Lassen  on  llw\s.  44/89.  Bring 
lunch  and  liquids.  I his  all-day  e.xcursion  of 
about  100  miles  w ill  include  a midd.n  break 
of  2-3  hours  to  swim  at  Lake  Britton,  hike 
trails,  or  view  a spectacular  waterfall.  We 
will  have  ilinner  at  a restaurant. 

On  Sunday  we  will  meet  at  store  at  6:30 
a.m.,  bird  around  the  lake  for  2-3  hours, 
return  lor  breakfast,  then  meet  at  10:30  ;md 
drive  through  jiark,  making  frequent  stops 
to  biril.  Trip  entls  alter  lunch  at  Summit 
f.ake  Campground. 

Stop  at  our  cam|isite  for  further  informa- 
tion. W'e  will  haw  a campfire  ewr\'  evening 
around  8 or  9 p.m.  Bring  your  ow  n chair  and 
cup.  We  will  provide  hot  water  for  tea  or 
coffee.  Check  campground  bulletin  boards 
or  office  at  Hat  Creek  Resort  for  our  poster 
and  campsite  number,  and  any  last-minute 
changes  in  schedule. 

Go  north  on  1-5  to  junction  with  Hwy.  44  in  Redding. 
Go  east  on  Hwy.  44  to  northwest  entrance  of 
Lassen.  Camping  facilities  are  at  Manzanita  Lake. 
Lodging  is  available  about  1 5 miles  north  of  park  at 
Hat  Creek  Resort.  Old  Station.  530,335.71 21 . Other 
information  can  be  obtained  from  park  headquarters. 
Mineral,  CA  96063. 

[$] 

.\rro\vhcad  Marsh 
Bilingual  Family  Trips 

Oakland 

Fridays,  July  1,8,  15,  22,  and  29, 

August  5,  1 2,  and  1 9 

Leader:  Rene  Urriola 
510.938.8016,  rene25@gmail.com 

Meet  at  10  a.m.  in  front  of  lookout  structure 
at  ,\rrowhead  Marsh.  We  ll  restore  critical 
salt  marsh  habitat  for  shorebirds  and  the 


also  h.i\  (•  .1  1 1 Mill  i-  to  w all  h I arils,  so  bring 
bmoiiikiis  (II  use  (iiirs  I rip  will  hi-  lon- 
iluili-il  bilmgii.ilK  III  S|),mish  .mil  I iiglish. 
.All  ages  aie  widiome,  trip  ends  .iround 
12:30  p.m.  Students  eaii  recene  i<anmu- 
nit\  semce  hours  lor  these  trijis 
Take  1-880  to  Hegenberger  exit,  then  go  west  on 
Hegenberger  to  Doolittle  Dr  Turn  right  on  Doolittle, 
then  right  onto  Swan  Way  and  left  into  MLK  Jr 
Regional  Shoreline  Park  Dnve  to  end  for  Arrovzhead 
Marsh  parking  lot. 

Pelagic  Lrip:  lulled  Puffins  and 
I arallon  Islands 
Sunday,  August  7 

Leader:  Alan  Hopkins,  415.664.0983 

Ciolden  (late  Audubon  anil  Shearwater 
journeys  are  offering  a trip  to  see  lufted 
Puffins  and  other  alcids  at  1 arallon  Islands. 
.Alter  \isiting  Farallons,  weather  permitting, 
we  will  continue  west  to  the  Continental 
Shelf  to  look  for  deep-water  species  such 
as  Black-looted  .Albatross  and  Blue  W hale. 
Participants  travel  on  Salty  luidy,  which 
departs  from  Sausalilo  at  7:30  a.m.  and 
returns  about  8 hours  later.  I^ast  war's  trip 
was  outstanding  (see  December  2004  Cidl). 
with  sightings  of  Cassin's  .Auklels.  Pomarine 
Jaeger,  Buller's  Shearwater,  and  Sabine's 
Gull,  along  with  Dali's  Porpoise.  .Northern 
Right  Whale  ITolphins,  Humpback  \\  hale, 
and  an  eight-fool-long  Leatherback  Turtle. 

This  trip  will  sureK  fill  eariv.  Special 
GC.A  member  price  is  $99;  nonmembers 
are  welcome  at  the  regular  $1  1 S price  (both 
nonrefundable).  To  register,  send  a check 
for  each  participant,  noting  if  you  area  GG.A 
member.  Also  include  a phone  number  and 
email  address  (if  available'  for  each  member 
in  your  part\  and  a self-addressed,  stamped 
en\  elope.  .Mail  to  Sheanvater  Journevs.  PO 
Box  190.  Hollister  CA  9S024.  For  more 
information,  call  trip  leader. 


endangered  Clapper  Rail.  Participants  will 


Contact  Susan  Groves,  Field  Trips  Committee  Chair, 

key 

at  510.654.5954  or  susangroves@att.net: 

• if  you  can  share  a ride  or  if  you  need  a ride. 

Carpool 

• if  you  have  difficulty  reaching  a leader  and 

[S]  Entrance  fee 

need  information. 

required 

• if  you  have  suggestions  for  trips,  or 

• if  you  are  interested  in  leading  a trip. 

Biking  trip 
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OBSERVATIONS 


April  1-30,  2005 
Bruce  Mast 


A 


espite  the  continued  cold  and 
rainy  weather,  spring  migra- 
tion got  under  way  in  earnest 
this  month.  True  rarities  were  tew  but  the 
expected  migrants  generated  excitement 
aplenty  and  the  wildtlower  bonanza  was  an 
added  bonus  to  those  who  ventured  aheld. 

Loons  to  Ducks 

Crissy  Fields  (SF)  and  Rodeo  Lagoon  (MRN) 
continued  to  host  Red-necked  Grebes 
through  early  April.  The  Rodeo  bird  was 
last  reported  on  the  23rd  (WL).  Elsewhere, 
a Red-necked  visited  Pigeon  Point,  SlM,  on 
the  2nd  (RST,  AE,  RF)  and  2 more  stopped 
at  Campbell  Cove,  Bodega  Bay,  SON,  on 
the  16th  (REe).  Northwesterly  winds  peri- 
odically pushed  loons  and  other  pelagic 
migrants  shoreward,  Seawatches  from 
Pigocn  Point  IF)'d  a Northern  Fulmar  on  the 
4th  and  up  to  12  Sooty  Shearwaters  Apr.  4- 
9 (RST).  A Brandt’s  Cormorant  made  a rare 
foray  into  the  hay  near  Stcinherger  Slough  in 
Redwood  Shores,  SM,  Apr.  5-6  (RST). 

.A  Eurasian  Creen-winged  leal  remained 
at  Pescadero  Marsh  on  the  14th  (RST)  and 
a possible  Eurasian  female  was  reported 
at  the  rMhany  Muddats,  ALA,  on  the  4th 
(IC\).  A couple  Harlequin  Ducks  stuck 
around  at  the  Berkeley  Pier,  .ALA,  through 
the  lOth  (BoD;  CL)  and  another  made  an 
appearance  on  the  10th  at  I leron’s  Flead 
Park,  SF  (HR),  A female  Long-tailed  Duck 
joined  the  Dumbarton  Bridge  parade  on 
the  10th  (RSF).  1 hree  more  were  tallied 
off  the  Berkeley  Pier  around  the  same  time 
(JM;  CL,  BoD)  and  a lifth  showed  up  at 
Shollenherger  Park  in  Petaluma,  SON,  on 
the  I 5th  (AW). 

Raptors  to  Alcicls 

I he  Clommon  Black-Hawk  that  wintered 
near  Stockton,  SJ,  and  then  drilterl  over  to 
Hawk  Hill,  MRN,  has  apixirently  worked 
its  way  up  the  coast,  where  it  was  reported 
nearCuisti  and  Marahel  Rds.  in  Forrestville, 
SON,  on  the  16th  (EC').  The  most  remark- 


able hawk  sighting  this  month  was  a Gray 
Hawk  {Asturimi  nitida),  obser\-ed  circling 
the  parade  grounds  over  Fort  Baker,  MRN, 
on  the  25th  (RS).  If  accepted,  this  would 
be  a first  state  record  for  Cray  Flawk  in  CA. 
A Gray  Flawk  was  previously  reported  from 
Bolinas  Lagoon,  MRN,  in  1984  but  the  ID 
v\’as  rejected  as  inconclusive.  The  last  2 
weeks  of  April,  migrating  Swainsons  Hawks 
caught  the  eye  of  at  least  4 Bay  Area  birders 
(KMK,  FA,  JM,  LC;  mob). 


A rare  Pacific  Coldcn-I’lover  stopped  in 
at  Bayfront  Park  in  Menlo  Park,  SM,  on  the 
29th  (RF).  The  2nd  Solitatv'  Sandpiper  ot 
the  season  was  reported  Apr.  19  at  Smiths 
Creek  Fire  Station,  SCL  (PK,  RK,  FV,  BRe). 
Red  Knots  also  passed  through  the  region 
between  the  7th  and  26th,  with  the  high 
count  of  38  coming  from  1 hmvard  Regional 
Shoreline,  ALA  (RSc;  mob).  Beginning  Apr. 
8,  migrating  Red-necked  Phalaropes  made 
stop-overs  at  marshes  and  salt-ponds  in 
ALA,  MRN,  SF,  SCL,  and  SCL. 

An  Apr.  30  seawatch  Irom  Pigeon  Point, 
SM,  noted  both  Pomarine  and  Parasitic 
Jaegers  (RS  I,  .Alj).  I he  first  Franklin’s  Cull 
of  the  season  was  obserxeil  on  the  7th 
at  Pescadero  Marsh,  SM  (LC,  JeP).  A 
Franklin’s  visited  L.  Merceil,  SF,  on  the 
23rd  (JM)  and  another  lingered  at  L.  Merritt 
beginning  the  28th  (lil)B;  mob).  Between 
the  15th  and  24th,  lly-over  l-ranklins  were 


reported  at  Pigeon  Point,  SM  (RST;  CrH, 
DS,  FT);  Duboce  Park,  SF  (BF);  and  Half 
Moon  Bay,  SM  (AJ).  Migrating  Bonaparte’s 
Culls  were  numerous  throughout  the  month, 
with  the  high  count  coming  Apr.  9-10  at  the 
Dumbarton  Bridge,  SM,  where  1800-2000 
Bonaparte’s  were  attracted  to  the  hatching 
brine  shrimp  in  the  salt  ponds  (KO;  RST).  A 
ClaucoLisCul  I made  theseawatchlistat  Pigeon 
Point  on  the  14th  (RST)  and  another  was 
noted  2 days  later  at  Bodega  Bay,  SON  (RLe). 
A Common  Tern  in  alternate  plumage  made 
a foray  over  bay  waters  on  the  19th,  when 
it  w’as  seen  flying  north  past  the  Coyote 
Pt.  Marina,  SM  (RST).  Up  to  5 .Ancient 
Murrelets  were  seen  migrating  north  past 
Pigeon  Point  Apr.  2-4  (RST,  AE,  RF). 

Doves  to  Thrashers 

Since  the  1980s,  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
have  been  expanding  their  range  from  FL, 
reaching  AZ  and  the  SE  CA  deserts  around 
2002.  April  produced  evidence  of  continued 
range  e.xpansion  into  northern  CA.  Beginning 
the  22nd,  1-2  Eurasian  Collared-Doves 
were  reported  in  the  vicinity  of  Lincoln 
Park,  Sutro  Heights  Park,  and  the  Presidio, 
SF  (HC,  MU,  PS).  On  the  30th,  2 doves 
were  obser\ed  at  Muir  Beach,  MRN  (DMK) 
and  2 more  were  found  in  Half  Moon  Bay, 
SM  (AJ).  A White-winged  Dove  also  made 
the  trip  north,  turning  up  at  Drakes  Cove, 
PRNS,  MRN,  on  the  23rd  (JW’i). 

An  owl  prow  1 at  Bothe  Napa  X'alley  State 
Park,  NAP,  discovered  a Barred  Owl  on 
the  17th  (BG,  Mil,  RL)  and  documented 
2 Spotted  Owls  the  next  night  (BC,  IA\  ). 
One  or  more  Long-eared  Ow  Is  were  heard 
calling  at  Pescadero  Creek  County  Park, 
SM,  on  the  5th  (BM)  and  a Long-eared 
apparently  returned  to  Ed  Levin  Countv 
Park,  SCL,  on  the  23rd,  w here  it  hadn  t 
been  seen  since  Fch.  22  (moh).  Two  Lesser 
Nighthawks  graced  the  evening  sky  over 
Stevens  Creek  Marsh  in  Mountain  \4ew'., 
SCL,  on  the  26th  (SR). 

V'aux’s  Swilt  migration  kicked  into  full 
gear  this  month,  with  lOOs  reported  passing 
mer  Sutro  I leights  Park  on  the  23rd  (MU). 
Migrating  Calliope  1 lumminghirds  mostly 
lollowed  the  Diablo  Range  north.  Calliopes 
stopped  to  smell  the  roses  at  Del  Valle  Res., 
ALA,  on  the  16th  (ESe);  at  Mitchell  Cvn., 
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CX’.,  Apr.  19-22  (JiiC',,  UiC;,  I lull.  U'.  M|{); 
and  al  Kiln  Cyn.,  alon^  Caaial  1 lullow  Kil., 
A1  .A,  on  thf  22iul  ( 1 )B,  I’H). 

l^aily  Willow  1 lyoaultiTS  witi'  ohsiTwd 
on  tho  I7lh  al  l.on>>  Kid^o  ()S1>,  SC’l 
U\ll);  mob)  aiul  on  iho  22nd  in  a Sunsot 
Dislriol  baokwinl  in  Sb  (IW  ).  1 lamnioiurs 
I'lyoakluTs,  tbo  inosl  conunon  mitral 
in^  l.mpiil  inol  (.oiintin^  locally  breeding 
I’acilic-slopcil),  bc^an  moving  tbrougb  on 
the  lOtb.  ,\  couple  Ciiay  l lycalchcrs  were 
llVil  ontbe22iul  at  Ml.  1 )avi(.lson.  SI’ ( M b) 
aiul  at  Caiyoie  Point  Museum,  SiM  (KS'l’). 
I’he  Mt.  Da\itlson  Kmpitl  was  accompa- 
nieil  by  a Dusky  I'lycalcber  (Ml^).  Anolber 
Dusky  was  re|X)ited  tbe  next  day  al  Black 
Mountain,  SC’L  (mold.  A pair  of  Ckissin’s 
Kingbirds  spent  the  month  along  Corral 
Hollow  Rd.  in  eastern  .ALA  (JL;  mob)  and 
2 more  set  u|-)  camp  at  Caest  Ranch  Park, 
SOL,  starting  tbe  27th  (BL;  mob). 

Lwo  nest-building  Yellow-billed  Magpies 
near  the  India  Basin  boat  yard  are  just  about 
the  only  ones  who  can  allord  a new  home  in 
SK  I'irst  reported  the  ISth,  about  20  Bank 
Swallows  have  returned  to  their  hurrows 
at  Fort  Funston,  SF,  where  they  have  set 
up  house  amid  the  ravens  and  dogs  (DM). 
Isolated  Bank  Swallow  reports  were  also 
logged  at  L.  Merced  and  Crissy  Lagoon,  SF 
(DM,  MB,  MZ)  and  in  SM  at  L.  Lucerne 
(CrII,  DS,  FT). 

On  Apr.  30,  \isitors  to  Mitchell  Cyn., 
CC,  noted  a Catharus  Fhrush  with  Features 
matching  a V'eery  i CAitlniriis  fuscesce>ts ) ( LC; 
mob).  Fhe  CBRC  notes  the  challenge  ol 
distinguishing  a V'eery  Irom  a Russet-backed 
Swainsons  Thrush  (C.  m^tiilatiis  iistuhitus). 
.\n  easier  ID  was  a Sage  Thrasher,  seen  Apr. 
24  at  Milagra  Ridge  in  PaciHca.  SM  (JM). 

Wood  Warblers  to  Finches 

Warbler  migration  got  into  lull  swing  in 
April,  v\itb  good  numbers  of  most  typical 
western  species.  Eastern  \agrants  remained 
Few  but  their  numbers  arc  not  expected  to 
peak  until  late  May  and  early  June. 

On  Apr.  5.  a Summer  lanager  \ isited  a 
backvard  Feeder  in  Berkeley.  .VLV  (JIV  C P). 
Visitors  to  the  chaparral  habitats  ol  the 
Diablo  Range  reported  Sage  Sparrow  on 
territorx'  along  Mines  Rd.  in  San  .Antonio 
Valley,  SCL  (JR);  at  Smiths  Creek  Fire 


Wood  Warbler  Sightings 


Nashville  Warbler 

4/22 

Lincoln  Paik.  East  Wash,  SF  HC 

4/6  22 

Mt  Davidson,  SF 

PS.  mob 

4/23 

San  Pedro  Valley  County 

JSp 

4/9  29 

Smiths  Creek  Fire  Station. 

MRo.  BB 

Park.  Pacifica.  SM 

SCL 

4/24  29 

Chaicoal  Rd.  SCL 

KRH,  RP. 

4/10 

Glen  Cyn.  Park,  SF 

LE,  AWi, 

mob 

DA 

4/16-22 

Mitchell  Cyn.,  CC 

JA:  mob 

Palm  Warbler 

4/16 

Henry  Coe  State  Park,  SCL 

MM 

4/2-1 1 

HuHaker  Park.  SF 

mob 

4/19 

Pine  L.  Park,  SF 

DM 

4/23 

Lobos  Dunes  Presidio,  SF 

MZ 

4/22 

Corral  Hollow  Rd..  ALjA 

DB.  PB 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

4/23 

Presidio  Hills,  SF 

MZ 

4/17 

South  L Merced.  SF 

NW 

4/23 

San  Pedro  Valley  County 

JSp 

4/29 

Montclair,  ALA 

WK 

Park,  Pacifica,  SM 

4/23 

Black  Mountain,  SCL 

mob 

MacGillivray's  Warbler 

4/23 

Gilroy  Hot  Springs  Rd.,  SCL  MM 

4/3 

Sam  McDonald  County 

GH 

4/24 

Coleman  L.,  SCL 

YM 

Park.  SM 

4/24 

Charcoal  Rd.  SCL 

KRH,  RP 

4/9-30 

Gazos  Creek  . SM 

AE;  mob 

4/27 

Veterans  Park,  Livermore. 

ArE 

4/12 

Tilden  Regional  Park.  CC 

DV 

ALA 

4/17 

Del  Valle  Res..  ALA 

KR 

4/18 

Berryessa-Knoxville  Rd.. 

GG.  HH, 

Hermit  Warbler 

NAP 

RL 

4/10 

Long  Ridge  OSP,  SCL 

EG,  MD 

4/19 

Bolinas  Ridge  Trail.  MRN 

JC 

4/14 

Sutro  Heights  Park,  SF 

MU 

4/21 

Robertson  Park, 

Jle 

4/15-29 

Smiths  Creek  Fire  Station, 

JCo;  mob 

Livermore,  ALA 

SCL 

4/22 

Corral  Hollow  Rd..  ALA 

DB,  PB 

4/16-26 

Mitchell  Cyn.,  CC 

JA:  DB,  PB 

4/23 

Sunol  Regional  Park.  ALA 

MD:  mob 

4/16 

Hicks  Rd.,  SCL 

GW.  RP. 

JPa,  AV 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

4/19 

Bolinas  Ridge  Trail,  MRN 

JC 

4/19-29 

Llagas  Creek.  SCL 

MP.  mob 

4/19-30 

Mt.  Davidson,  SF 

PS:  mob 

4/30 

L,  Merritt.  ALA 

BEM:  JSi. 

4/22 

Corral  Hollow  Rd.,  ALA 

DB,  PB 

AHo.  CaL 

Abbreviations  for  Observers;  AE.  Al  Eisner;  AJ,  Alvaro  Jaramillo;  ArE.  Art  Edwards:  AHo.  Alan  Howe.  ASH  Alan  Hopkins,  AV. 
Ann  Verdi:  AW.  Alan  Wight:  AWi,  Adam  Winer:  BB.  Bill  Bousman,  BC.  Bill  Clark,  BEM.  Bruce  Mast.  BF  Bnan  Fitch:  BG  Bill 
Grummer:  BiG.  Bingham  Gibbs:  BL,  Bob  Lewis:  BM,  Bill  Maney:  BoD.  Bob  Dunn:  BP.  Bob  Power.  BRe  Bob  Reiling.  BrL,  Bnan 
Latta:  BS.  Barbara  Saizman:  CL.  Cindy  Ueurance:  CaL,  Calvin  Lou:  CP.  Chris  Poole:  CS.  Cody  Spaid:  CT.  Colleen  Taylor.  DA. 
David  Armstrong;  DB.  Dennis  Braddy:  DC,  Dotty  Calabrese:  DE.  Daniel  Edelstein:  DF.  Dea  Freid.  DG.  Dorothy  Gregor;  DGr.  Doug 
Greenberg:  DH,  David  Hofmann:  DJ.  Don  Jackson:  DL.  Don  Lewis:  DM.  Dan  Murphy:  DMK.  David  MacKenzie  DN.  Dan  Nelson, 
DS.  Dick  Stovel;  DV,  Doug  Vaughan:  DVP,  David  Vander  Pluym;  DWi,  Dave  Wimpfheimer:  EC.  Enn  Coskee  EDB  Ed  DeBellevue. 
EG,  Eric  Goodill:  ESe,  Emily  Serkin:  EW,  Ed  Walsh;  FA,  Fran  Alavrez:  FT.  Frances  Toldi:  FV,  Frank  Vanslager:  GB.  Gina  Barton.  GG. 
George  Gamble:  GH.  Garth  Harwood;  GrH.  Grant  Hoyt;  GO.  Ganun  Owens;  GS.  Georgia  Stigali:  GW.  Grant  Webb.  HC  Hugh 
Cotter:  HH.  Hermann  Heinzel;  HuH.  Hugh  Harvey:  HK.  Harrison  Karr:  HP.  Hilary  Powers;  HR.  Holly  Reed;  JA,  Jeff  Acuff:  JC.  Josiah 
Clark:  JCo,  Jack  Cole:  JuC.  Judi  Cooper:  JL.  John  Luther:  Jle.  Jaan  Lepson:  JL.  Janet  Linthicum;  JM  Joe  Morian:  JP.  John  Poole 
JPa.  Janna  Pauser:  JeP.  Jeff  Poklen:  JR,  Jean  Richmond;  JRy,  Jennifer  Rycenga:  JS,  Jim  Sanders:  JSi.  Judi  Sierra.  JSp.  Judy 
Spitler:  JW,  Jeff  Wall:  JWi.  Jeff  Wilkinson:  KA.  Ken  Archibald:  KB.  Kim  Blythe;  KH.  Keith  Hansen:  KMK.  Kevin  McKereghan.  KO. 
Kris  Olson:  KR.  Kathy  Robertson:  KRH.  Kirsten  R.  Holmquist:  KW.  Ken  Wilson:  LB.  Len  Blumin;  LC.  Les  Chibana  LE.  Lew  Ellingham, 
LG.  Lois  Goldfrank:  LL,  Les  Ueurance:  LLo.  Laura  Look;  LP.  Larry  Petri;  LS.  Linda  Sullivan:  MB.  Michelle  Brodie.  MD  Matthew 
Dodder:  MF.  Mike  Feighner:  MM.  Michael  Mammoser:  MR  Mark  Paxton:  MPa.  Mike  Parmeter.  MR.  Mark  Rauzon.  MRo.  Mike 
Rogers:  MS.  Meryl  Sundove:  MU,  Myra  Ulvang:  MWE,  Mark  Eaton:  MZ,  Matt  Ziatunich:  NT,  Nancy  Tester,  NW.  Nathaniel  Wander 
PB,  Patricia  Braddy:  PaB.  Pat  Boor;  PD.  Peggy  Don;  PDr,  Peter  Dramer:  PhR.  Phila  Rogers  . PK.  Pat  Kenny,  PM,  Peter  Metropulos 
PMC,  Pat  McCulloch:  PP  Peter  Pyle:  PS.  Paul  Saraceni;  RC.  Rich  Cimino:  RF  Rich  Ferrick;  RH.  Roger  Hams:  RK.  Roland  Kenner. 
RL.  Robin  Leong:  RLi,  Randy  Uttle:  RLe.  Rick  Lebaudour:  RP.  Rich  Page:  RR.  Ruth  Rudesill.  RS,  Rich  Stallcup,  RSc.  Rusty  Scatf. 
RST.  Ron  Thom:  SA.  Su  Anderson:  SB,  Sara  Blauman:  SR,  Sidd  Ramachandramurthi;  TC.  Terry  Coddington.  TW.  Ted  Wooster  WK 
Win  Kryda:  WL.  William  Legge:  YM,  Yvonne  Micko 

.Seniicu/oK5  vjyiriilc  origimil  ohsenvns)  fmm  sii/iscijiicrtl  o/ivnicn.^'.  Abhrerinlum  ‘mr/h'  = mam  i>b\mvn,  rx>h  = alhr^  al’vnrrt  InfnrmaUrm 
is  Cfsmjaleti  frtmt  FirJRav  rmnsi'nprs  iiitif  regional  /isrvn’s,  the  authtrr  apologtzr^  for  any  emm  or  rirmssinm 

Abbreviations  for  Counties  and  Others:  ALA.  Alameda:  BBA.  Breeding  Bird  Atlas:  CBC.  Christmas  Bird  Count  CC.  Contra  Costa: 
CCFS.  Coyote  Creek  Field  Station:  Cr.,  Creek;  Cyn..  Canyon:  DENWR.  Don  Edwards  SF  Bay  National  Wildlife  Refuge  GGP 
Golden  Gate  Park:  L . Lake;  MDSP  Mount  Diablo  State  Park:  Mt.  Mount:  MRN.  Marin.  N . North:  NAP.  Napa  NSMWA,  NAP-SON 
Marshes  Wildlife  Area:  OSP.  Open  Space  Preserve.  Pt.,  Point;  PRNS.  Pt  Reyes  National  Seashore:  RP  Regional  Park  Rd  Road. 
Res..  Reservoir:  RS.  Regional  Shoreline:  SB,  State  Beach:  SCL,  Santa  Clara:  SF  San  Francisco.  SJ  . San  Joaquin.  SM  San  Mateo. 
SOL.  Solano:  SON.  Sonoma;  SR  State  Park.  SR.  State  Reserve:  WPCP  Water  Pollution  Control  Plant 


Station.  SCL  (JCo);  and  above  Mitchell 
Cyn.,  MDSP,  CC  (LC;  mob).  Fir.st  reported 
on  Mar.  16.  a Harris's  Sparrow  remained  in 
tbe  company  oF  Golden-crow  tied  Sparrow  s 
at  Sunol  Regional  Park,  AL.\,  through  the 
28th  (moh). 

.\rri\ing  on  the  17th.  I5lue  Crrosheaks 
returned  to  their  breeding  territorx  at  mile- 
post 6.21  on  Patterson  Pass  Rd,  .VLV  (BC, 


RC;  mob).  .V  solo  Yellow -headed  Blackbird 
was  among  the  hlackbird/starling  flock 
at  .Arzino  Ranch.  SCL.  on  the  24th  i.AEi. 
.Another  range-expansion  phenomenon. 
Great-tailed  Grackles  made  the  sighting 
reports  Irom  ,AL.A  (2  locations),  MRN.  SCL 
(2  locations).  SOL.  and  SON.  .A  migrat- 
ing Cassin  s Finch  made  a pit  slop  in  Cole 
Valley,  SF-,  on  the  3rd  (PS). 
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BACKYARD  BIRDER 

Meg  Pauletich 

he  first  characteristic  that 
comes  to  mind  when  you  tliink 
of  birds  is  flight.  And  yet  a 
number  of  birds  are  virtually  flightless.  In 
reality,  many  birds  are  as  well  adapted  to 
life  on  the  ground  or  in  the  water  as  they 
are  to  life  in  the  air.  The  exception  is  the 
swift  family,  whose  members  spend  almost 
their  entire  lives  in  the  air.  Birds  such  as 
gulls  are  well  adapted  to  all  three  forms  of 
locomotion.  Other  birds,  such  as  albatross 
and  vultures,  are  powerful  fliers  under 
optimum  conditions  but  are  unable  to  get 
off  the  ground  under  other  circumstances. 
Some  waterbirds,  such  as  grebes,  fly  well 
enough  but  have  a tough  time  taking  off 
from  the  water.  Ground  dwellers  like  grouse 
and  quail  prefer  to  use  camouflage  and  the 
tactic  of  pretending  to  be  wounded  before 
bursting  into  the  air.  Roadrunners  w'ould 
rather  run  for  their  lives  than  fly,  although 
they  glide  verv'  well. 

The  first  known  bird,  archaeopteryx,  was 
a poor  flyer  that  basically  glided  from  tree  to 
tree.  About  70  million  years  ago,  another  bird 
evolved.  Hesperornis,  built  like  a loon,  had 
virtually  no  external  wings  and  spent  most  of 
its  time  under  or  on  the  w'ater,  while  strong- 
flying  reptiles  flapped  and  soared  overhead. 
Mill  ions  of  years  later,  we  still  have  birds 
that  resemble  these  ancient  relatives. 

Because  they  cannot  use  flight  as  a means 
of  escape,  purely  flightless  birds  have  devel- 
oped protective  adaptations.  One  adaptation, 
developed  centuries  ago,  was  sheer  size.  The 
Elephant  Bird  of  Madagascar  was  thought 
to  have  weighed  a half  ton  (no  wonder  it 
couldn’t  fly),  and  the  giant  Moas  of  Australia 
were  up  to  1.^  feet  tall.  Those  birds  could 
intimidate  most  predators,  exclusive  of  gun- 
hearing men.  Sadly  they  are  now  extinct. 
Today's  flightless  birds  inclikle  the  ratites 
(the  Ostrich,  Emu,  Cassowary,  and  rheas, 
which  arc  famous  in  crossword  pu//les).  All 
of  them  are  large  birds. 

Why  should  birds  become  flightless? 
One  reason  is  that  flight  is  an  immensely 


expensive  activity  in  terms  of  energy.  A 
bird  must  obtain  much  greater  amounts  ol 
food  in  order  to  fly  than  if  it  remains  on  the 
ground.  A bird  with  smaller  flight  muscles 
to  maintain  would  have  a better  chance  of 
surv'ival  during  times  of  food  shortages.  To 
compensate,  very  large  birds  gave  up  flight, 
and  some,  such  as  Ostriches,  developed 
long,  strong  legs. 


Then  there  are  the  amazing  penguins. 


Osiric/i. 


They  did  not  lose  the  power  of  flight  hut 
adapted  it  to  swimming.  Birds  have  a keel  or 
breastbone  to  which  flight  (pectoral)  mus- 
cles are  attached.  Penguins  have  this  same 
keel  along  with  flight  muscles,  but  they  use 
their  wings  as  flippers  to  fly  through  the 
water  with  ease.  Ostriches,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  no  keel  or  flight  muscles  and  use 
their  wings  to  peiiorm  courtship  dances,  to 
cool  oil,  and  to  shieki  their  eggs  from  the 
harsh  sun.  To  |notect  themselves,  thev  have 
extremely  keen  eyesight  lor  detecting  jired- 
ators  and  can  ck’liver  iioweiiul  kicks  (and 
painful  blows)  Irom  their  strong  legs. 

Most  flight  less  hinls  are  fouiul  on  isolated 
islands  or  lakes.  This  puts  them  at  great  risk, 
as  humans  and  their  |X'ts  (dogs  and  cats). 


farm  animals  (goats,  pigs,  and  sheep),  and 
the  ubiquitous  introduced  rats  intrude  on 
their  idyllic  lives.  The  birds’ eggs  are  eaten  or 
trampled.  Because  they  do  not  fly,  the  birds 
cannot  escape  firearms,  ft  w'ould  seem  they 
are  doomed  to  extinction.  Those  that  do  sur- 
vive are  severely  threatened.  Luckily,  people 
are  becoming  more  aware  of  the  need  to  pro- 
tect these  threatened  species. 

The  only  passerine  (songbird)  suspected 
of  being  flightless  w'as  discovered  in  1894 
in  New'  Zealand.  The  Stephen  Island  Wren 
reputedly  ran  around  on  the  ground  like  a 
mouse,  but  became  extinct  before  it  could 
be  studied.  (I’ve  always  likened  our  Bewick’s 
Wren  to  a mouse  as  it  scurries  to  hide  in 
the  shrubs.)  The  bird’s  wing  structure  sug- 
gests that  it  may  have  been  capable  of  weak 
flight.  Other  species  that  include  flightless 
members  are  the  Kiwi,  some  rails,  a grebe 
on  a lake  in  the  Andes,  a steamer  duck,  and 
a subspecies  of  browm  teal  on  the  Auckland 
Islands,  the  Galapagos  cormorant,  and  the 
Kakapo  (a  New  Zealand  owTparrot),  all  of 
w'hich  are  rather  rare.  There  are  no  living 
flightless  species  in  North  America. 

Flight  is  a wondrous  feat,  but  it  is  inter- 
esting to  obser\e  how  those  birds  that 
cannot  fly  have  developed  amazing  ways  of 
adapting  to  meet  their  needs. 


Trail  Days  at  Stone  Lakes 
National  Wildlife  Refuge 

For  two  days  in  June,  Stone  Lakes  Na- 
tional Wildlife  Refuge  will  be  open  for 
visitors  to  take  a three-mile  self-guided 
hike  across  the  refuge’s  grasslands  and 
along  its  wetlands.  A wildlife-viewing 
platform  overlooks  the  seasonal  wet- 
lands. This  is  a great  time  of  year  to  en- 
joy the  abundance  of  seasonal  migratory 
birds  of  the  Central  Valley.  Trail  Days, 
which  are  free,  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
June  1 1 , beginning  at  7:30  a.m.,  and  on 
Saturday,  June  25,  beginning  at  9 a.m. 
A docent-guided  walk  starts  at  9 a.m. 
on  June  1 1 and  1 0 a.m.  on  June  25.  For 
details  and  directions,  go  to  www.fws. 
gov/pacific/stonelakes. 
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Bird  Box  Etiquette 


hf  Norllu'm  C’ulilomia  l)inl 
Box  is  amoii^  (’.oklon  Clalc 
Aiiiliihon  s mosi  I'opulai  si'i 
\'iccs.  Due  to  the  |)o|nilai  ilv  of  lhc‘  box,  usi'is 
eallinji  tin-  number  (-H  S.tiS  1 "422)  soiiu' 
times  li.ivi'  ilitbeull\’  ^eltiu^  tbi'ougb  in  orcli-r 
to  report  birtls  or  listen  to  llie  reports.  These 
guiilelines  lor  reiiortiuj.;  birils  will  make  the 
box  more  I'lbciimt  tor  e\er\'one. 

hirst,  betore  you  report  a bial.  consider  iT 
it  is  a binl  someone  else  w ill  travel  to  see.  A 
^ooil  way  to  exaluate  this  is  to  check  Birds  of 
Sortlicni  Cidijoniui.AiiAinioliitcd  Idcld  List, 
by  MeC  askie,  l)e  Benerlictis,  briekson,  ami 
Morlan,  available  from  the  Nature  Store  at 
the  CiC’iA  otfiee.  I be  book  has  bar-graphs 
tor  all  the  species  expected  in  the  area.  Any 
bird  with  a dashed  or  dotterl  bar-graph  is 
probably  worth  rc'ixorting.  Species  marked 
with  a green  dot  in  our  area  of  the  maps  in 


llu“  S//)/('i  l it'ld  (iiiiilr  to  BiuL  .Ilf  woiib 
ii'porting  .IS  wi'lf 

W him  you  e.ill  tlu-  Bird  box  m m.ikc  .1 
report,  lollow  this  pronilure 

1.  (Ii\e  vour  name;  save  the  nanus  of 
other  observers  lor  kiter  in  vour  report. 

2.  I -ist  the  species  v'ou  are  reporting.  Begin 
with  tbe  species  ol  greatest  interest. 

-■?.  (iive  tbe  county  where  the  bird  was 
seen,  lollowed  by  the  s|)eciiic  place. 

4.  Beport  the  hour  you  saw  the  birti  and 
the  length  ol  your  ohseruition.  You  do 
not  need  to  include  the  date,  which 
will  automaticallv  be  reported. 

5.  II  necessary,  you  may  give  a more 
detailed  narrative  alter  the  |)ievious 
inlormation.  Things  you  may  want  to 
re|)ort  are  more  exact  details  on  the 
location  ol  the  biril,  other  observers 
who  saw  the  bird,  and  the  birds 


pliim.ige  I h.ii.u  Ifiisiu.  s or  behav  ior. 

0 W hen  vou  .Ilf  limshed.  remembi  1 
lo  hit  the  pound  ki  v to  listen  to  viuir 
lliess.ige  As  vou  listen,  m.ike  sure  the 
i.ill  IS  I le.ii  ,iud  th.il  the  inlorin.ition 
given  IS  wh.il  you  n.illv  meant  lo  sav 
'ton  mav  limi  it  lu  l|)lul  to  m.ikr  .111  out 
line-  ol  tlu-  inlormation  to  convex  bi-lore  you 
call.  Hemember  that  .1  good  report  let'  the 
listener  know  at  the  beginning  whether  or 
not  to  skip  to  the  next  report.  -Xn  inellective 
report  rambles  on  and  lorces  the  listener  to 
hear  details,  wanti-d  or  not,  belore  the  most 
important  miorm.ition  is  given.  This  causes 
each  listener  lo  s|>end  more  time  on  the 
phone  and  prevents  others  Irom  hearing  the 
reports  or  making  new  reports. 

•A  little  planning  and  consideration  will 
make  the  Bird  Box  more  rewarding  lor  both 
reporters  and  listeners. 


r 


n 


Are  You  a Supporting  Member  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon? 

Did  you  know  Golden  Gate  .Audubon,  a chapter  ol  National  Audubon  Societv  (NAS),  is  an  independent  organi/ation  with  its  own  sepa- 
rate budget?  WA'  receive  less  than  $3  of  your  $20-plus  NAS  membership — which  does  not  begin  to  cover  tbe  cost  of  producing  the  (>«//. 
managing  our  extensive  conservation  and  environmental  education  programs  in  San  Francisco  and  the  East  Bav,  and  oHering  held  trips, 
classes,  and  monthly  slide-lectures.  If  vou  join  Golden  Gate  .Audubon  directly  you  will  have  the  satisfaction  ol  know  ing  that  100  percent 
ol  your  Supporting  Membership  helps  to  support  our  local  programs. 

PLEASE  BECOME  A GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SUPPORTING  MEMBER  TODAY! 


Please  select  a membership  level: 

U Student  $20 

J Brown  Pelican  (Individual)  $25 

□ California  Quail  (Family)  $40 
_1  Clapper  Rail  $1 00-1 99 

_J  Least  Tern  $200-499 
_J  Peregrine  Falcon  $500-999 

□ Golden  Eagle  $1 ,000  and  above 


I J Please  do  not  share  my  name  with  any 
other  organization. 

L — 


□ My  check,  payable  to  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  is  enclosed.  ' 

□ Please  charge  my  credit  card:  J VISA  □ MasterCard 

Card  # Exp. (mm/yy)  | 

Name  as  it  appears  on  card 

Signature  

□ I would  also  like  to  include  an  additional  donation  to  support  Golden  Gate  I 
Audubon’s  conservation,  education  and  birding  programs. 

Membership  $ 

Additional  Donation  $ * 

Total  Enclosed  $ I 

Your  contributions  to  Golden  Gate  Audubon  are  fully  tax-deductible  to  the  extent  provided  by  law.  1 

Thank  you  for  becoming  a Supporting  Member  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon! 

J 
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Pelagic  Trips  for  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Members 


If  you  are  not  already  a Supporting  Member 
of  Golden  Gate  Audubon,  you  will  want 
to  become  one  to  take  ad\antage  of  this 
special  offer  (see  page  1 1 for  membership 
form).  GGA  and  Shearwater  Journeys  have 
teamed  up  to  provide  three  all-day  pelagic 
trips  at  great  sa\ings  to  members.  Seabirds 
and  whales  change  with  the  seasons  and 
locales.  With  this  package,  you  have  an 
extraordinary  opportunity  to  visit  the  best 
Northern  Galifornia  pelagic  sites  at  peak 
seasons — for  an  unprecedented  low  cost. 
The  regular  price  of  all  three  trips  is  $440. 
GGA  Supporting  Members  pay  only  $360, 
a total  savings  of  $80,  making  Supporting 
Membership  a worthwhile  investment. 

To  register,  send  a check  to  Shearwater 
Journeys,  PO  Box  190,  Hollister  GA  95024, 
in  the  amount  of  $270  for  the  Fort  Bragg  and 
Gordell  Bank  trips  or  $360  for  all  three  trips 
(all  are  nonrefundahle).  You  may  also  sign 
up  for  the  trips  individually,  but  must  pay 
the  regular  price,  not  the  GGA  Supporting 
Member  discounted  price.  Note  the  dates  of 


your  trips  and  if  you  are  a GGA  Supporting 
Member.  Also  include  phone  number  and 
email  address  (if  available)  for  each  member 
of  your  party  and  a self-addressed,  stamped 
envelope.  A small  fuel  surcharge  may  be 
required  the  day  of  the  trip.  More  trip  details 
will  be  mailed  upon  payment.  For  additional 
information,  contact  the  leader  ol  the  trips, 
Alan  Hopkins,  at  415.664.0983. 

Noyo  Sea  Canyon 

SiDiday,  August  14 

Cordell  Bank  Marine  Sanctuary, 

Sinuiay,  September  25 

Regular  price:  $320  for  both  trips,  or 
$160  each 

GGA  member  price:  $270  for  both  trips 

The  trip  to  Noyo  Sea  Ganyon  departs  from 
Fort  Bragg  at  7 a.m.  Large  groups  of  albatross 
are  seen  just  offshore.  Rarities  on  past  trips 
have  included  Shy  Albatross,  Dark-rumped 
Petrel,  Streaked  Shearwater,  and  Brown 
Booby.  For  those  interested  in  spending  the 
weekend,  the  town  of  Fort  Bragg  offers  excel- 


lent birding  at  MacKerricher  and  Russian 
Gulch  State  Parks.  The  trip  to  Gordell  Bank 
Marine  Sanctuary  departs  from  Bodega  Bay 
at  6:30  a.m.  We  expect  to  see  an  abundance 
of  marine  life,  including  Humpback  Whale 
and  dolphins.  Birds  include  .Xantus’s  and 
Graveri’s  Murrelets,  South  Polar  Skua,  and 
Flesh-footed  Shearwater,  and  occasionally  a 
rarity  (see  December  2004  Gull). 

Monterey  Bay  Bonus  Trip 

Saturday,  October  8 

Regular  price:  $120 

GGA  member  price:  $90  as  part  of 
package  only 

Monterey  Bay  is  the  best-known  pelagic 
birding  destination  on  the  West  Goast.  Along 
with  shearwaters  and  auklets,  we  will  look  for 
large  flocks  of  Ashy  and  Black  Storm-Petrels, 
and  for  Wilson’s  and  Fork-tailed  Storm- 
Petrels.  We  will  also  be  alert  for  Black-vented 
Shearwater  and  other  species  that  we  are 
not  likely  to  see  on  the  pre\ious  trips.  Trip 
departs  from  Monterey  Harbor  at  7 a.m. 


WELCOME 

NEW 

MEMBERS! 

The  GULL  is  the  official  newsletter  of  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society.  As  a Supporting  Member  of  Golden  Gate 
Audubon,  you  receive  a subscription  to  The  GULL,  a 10  percent  discount  on  all  items  purchased  at  our  nature 
store,  and  the  satisfaction  of  supporting  local  conservation  efforts.  Local  members  of  the  National  Audubon  Society 
are  encouraged  to  join  Golden  Gate  Audubon  directly.  Gontact  our  office  at  510.843.2222  for  details. 

GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 

2530  SAN  PABLO  AVENUE,  SUITE  G 
BERKELEY,  CA  94702 
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